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Psalm 19isone of thememorable compositionsin
that collection of 150 inspired songs of praise that
adornsthe pages of the Old Testament. According
tothesuperscription, itisapsalmof David. Thesu-
perscriptionsarenotinspired, but they doreflect an
ancient conviction. Onemight surmisethat thispsalm
recall stheawe David experienced whileobserving
the stars during those nights he worked as a shep-
herdlad. Thesongvery naturally fallsintothreesec-
tions: (1) God hasabstractly revealed himself inna-
ture (1-6); (2) Jehovah has concretely made himself
known by verbal communication, i.e., hisLaw (7-
10); and (3) Thepractical valueof theLaw istoreg-
ulatehumanactivity (11-14).

Inthisarticle, we wish to discuss threeimplica-
tionsof theinitial portion of thispsalm, namely, the
testimony of the heavens to the Creator. Consider
thefollowing: (1) theheavenly splendor declaresthe
existence of aMaker; (2) themagnificent Universe
assertsthe power of God; and (3) theintricacies of
the heavenly mechanismsaffirm thewisdom of the
DivineMind.

THE HEAVENS AND THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

WheredidtheUniversecomefrom?Every thought-
ful person has pondered this query. Actually, there
are but three possible explanationsfor the existence
of theUniverse.

1. Some speculate that the Universe has existed
forever. Thisview isnot consistent with theknown
factsof science. Oneof themost widely recognized
lawsof scienceisthe Second Law of Thermodynam-
ics. Thislaw suggeststhat whenever matter ischanged
from oneform to another, its potential for work al-
waysisdecreased. Energy transfer isadegenerative
process. TheUniverseisgrowing old; itiswearing
out. One of the implications of the Second Law is
that at somepointinthepast, theUniversehad abe-
ginning. Thus, itisnot eternal. Robert Jastrow, one
of America smost respected scientists (and an ag-
nostic), wrote:“ Modern science deniesan eterna ex-
istencetotheuniverse” (1977, p. 15).

2. Thecurrent athei stic specul ationisthat theUni-
versecreateditself fromnothing. Edward Tryon, pro-
fessor of physicsat the City University of New York,
wrote, “In 1973, | proposed that our universe had been
created spontaneously fromnothing (exnihilo) asa
result of established principlesof physics” Hewent
ontosuggest that “ our universehaditsphysical ori-
gin as a quantum fluctuation of some pre-existing
true vacuum, or state of nothingness’ (1984, pp.
14-15). If you happento understand that statement,
do not boast about it becauseit makesno sensewhat-
soever. Thereisabsolutely no scientificbasisfor such
awild hypothesis. If matter hastheability to create
itself from nothing, there should be some evidence
that matter isbeing created. But thereisno evidence
of this. TheFirst Law of Thermodynamics, infact,
assertsthat matter isnot being created. It therefore
isperfectly reasonabl eto concludethat matter can-
not create itself, and thus the Universeis not self-
created.

3. Theonly remaining logical conclusionisthat
the Universewas created by something, or someone,
other thanitself. Sincethe Universeischaracterized
by order and design, and sincedesignimpliesintel-
ligence, it isreasonableto acknowledgethat anin-
telligent someone was responsible for the birth of
the cosmic community of whichweareapart. The
Bible reveals that the Someone as God.

THE HEAVENS AND THE POWER OF GOD

The power of the Creator is seen in the vastness
of thegreat Universethat Hefashioned. Thoughits
[imits have not been measured, it is estimated that
the Universe may besome 20 billionlight yearsfrom
“bordertoborder.” Thatisactually thedistancethat
light would travel in 20 billionyearsat aspeed of a
littlemorethan 186,000 milesper second—aspeed
thatisreally beyond our comprehension.

The Sunisour nearest star. 1tis93 million miles
from Earth. Do you know how far away our nearest
star-neighbor is? Suppose we attempted to draw a
crude map of the Universe on ablackboard. Let us
placeadot inthe center of theboard. Thiswill rep-
resent the Earth. Oneinch away, we will place an-
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other dot. Thiswill represent the Sun. Our map scale
will be: 1 inch =93 million miles. If wewanted to
place yet another dot, identifying our next-nearest
star, the blackboard would need to befour and one-
half mileslong! Remember—eachinch of that dis-
tancewould represent 93 million miles. If wedesred
to extend our map just to the center of our own “lit-
tle’ star-community, theMilky Way galaxy, the black-
board would need to be 25 thousand mileslong, each
inch of the way being the equivalent of 93 million
miles. [tisanunderstatement to suggest that theUni-
verseis“vast.”

Itisafact of human experiencethat when some-
thing becomescommonplace, it ceasestoretainits
mystery, its enchantment. The curious human mind
never will loseitsfascinationwiththesublimeUni-
verse. Wewill ever bechallengedto contemplatethe
power of him who made it all. Arthur Harding, in
histextbook on astronomy, asked:

Who can study the science of astronomy and
contemplatethestar-lit heavenswith aknowl-
edge of the dimensions of the celestial bod-
ies, their movementsandtheir enormousdis-
tances, without bowing hishead inreverence
tothepower that brought thisuniverseinto be-
ing and safely guidesitsindividual members?
(1940, p. 386).

THE HEAVENS AND THE WISDOM OF GOD

Thewisdom of the Creator isevinced inthebril-
liant precision characteristic of the Cosmos. Inci-
dentally, kosmos(order), isthenamethe Greeksgave
totheUniverse. They perceivedthat it waslikeagreat
machine. Balbus, a Stoic philosopher, asked: “Can
one behold heaven, and contempl ate what passes
there, without discerningwith all possibleevidence,
that itisgoverned by asupremedivineintelligence?’
(asquotedinRoallin, 1854, 2:580). WeliveinaUni-
ver se, notamulti-ver se! Jeremiahwasquitedelib-
erate and accurate when spoke of the“ ordinances”
of theheavens(31:35).

Consider themechanicsof our own solar system.
TheEarthisspinningonitsaxisat therateof athou-
sand miles per hour (at the equator). In addition, it
istraveling in an eliptical orbit around the Sun at
the gpeed of 72 thousand milesan hour. It takes 365.25
daysto make acompletetrip. As the Earth makes
itsway along itscharted orbital route, thecourseis
dlightly altered—one-ninth of an inch every eigh-
teenmiles. If theadterationwereasmuch aseven one-
eighth of an inch, we would swing so close to the
Sun that wewould burn up. If the curvature was as
dight asone-tenth of aninch, wewould besofar out
inspaceastofreeze(ScienceDigest, 1981, p. 124).
“Someone” programmedit just right!

Inadditiontotheintricaciesof our ownplanetary
system, theentiresolar system (the Sunwithitsnine
planets, moons, etc.) ismovinginagiant orbit within
theMilky Way galaxy. Itisestimated that wearebe-
Ing propelled through space at the speed of approx-
imately 600 thousand miles per hour. It is remark-
ablethat David spokeof the Sungoingin“hiscircuit”
(19:6) according to the divine scheme of things.

Why these heavenly bodiesbehavetheway they
doremainsamystery. Great Britain’spremier as-
tronomer, Sir James Jeans, wascorrect when hesug-
gested someyearsago:

Theultimatereditiesof theuniverseareat pres-
ent beyond the reach of science, and may be
—and probably are—forever beyond thecom-
prehension of the human mind. Itisa priori
probablethat only theartist can understand the
full significanceof thepicturehehaspainted,
andthat thiswill remainfor ever impossible
for afew specksof paint onthecanvas (1929,
p.318).

Whenwesurvey skiesonaclear night, and reflect
upon the exi stence, power, and wisdom of thegrand
Architect of the Universe, surely we must ponder,
asDavid did elsewhere, “What isman, that thou art
mindful of him? And the son of man that thou hast
visited him?’ (Psalm 8:4). With Paul we acknowl-
edge, “ For theinvisiblethingsof him sincethecre-
ation of theworld are clearly seen, being perceived
through thethingsthat are made, even hiseverlast-
Ing power and divinity; that they may bewithout ex-
cuse’ (Romans 1:20).
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